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mettoes mingle, tall and
murmur, and forever move,
‘with wavy bough the
mbient air.”
—PHILIP FRENEAU
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BEST OF THE WORLD

A Virgin Island Returns

DEEP IN THE ST. CROIX rain forest, farmhands pack boxes
with Malabar spinach, West Indian gherkins, passion fruit.
The bounty is bound for members of a farm-share pro-
gram that’s among the first in the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Once the breadbasket of the Lesser Antilles—its arable
land is a rarity in this corner of the Caribbean—5t. Croix
turned industrial in the 1960s and now relies almost
entirely on imports. Last year's closing of a large oil
refinery here coincided with a back-to-the-land trend.
“The new movement isn’t just about growing local food;
it’s about the whole island’s health,” explains Nate Olive,
owner of Ridge to Reef, which draws agritourists to

Coastal Christiansted,
former capital of the -
- Danish West Indies

to Its Organic Roots

explore the organic-certified farm and sleep in rustic
cabanas under mango trees. It’s the sort of place where
goats amble among trumpet flowers, reggae wafts
through a hammock hut, and homemade hot sauce is
laced with dried moringa leaves. Elsewhere on the island:
Sejah Farm raises Boer goats and runs a market near the
old Bethlehem Sugar Factory, and Artfarm’s tidy plot
cultivates figs and greens for restaurants such as Savant,
with its romantic patio in the shadow of the 18th-century
Fort Christiansvaern. —DIANE DANIEL

TIP: EAT LOCAL AT VIRGIN ISLAND AGRIFEST (FEBRUARY 15-17)
AND ST. CROIX FOOD & WINE EXPERIENCE (APRIL 14-20).
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St. Croix, USV.L

Since Columbus
landed here in
1493, seven flags
have flown over
this extreme east
point of the U.S.
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